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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Anuff et 
al. (US 6,327,628) hereinafter Anuff. 

For claims 1-5, 7-10, 12-15, 17-20 and 22-25, Anuff teaches a computer 
implemented system and corresponding method comprising: 

determining a construction design for an adapted portal application wherein said 

determining a construction design includes one or more of: 

determining a visual theme of said adapted portal application (determining 
a visual theme means determining the look and feel of the portal 
application, column 2 lines 13-16, also subsection 8-8.6); and 
determining a format of content for said adapted portal application 
(content is formatted in a predetermined layout, Abstract and column 2 
lines 1-3, also subsection "3.4 page layout"); 
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determining a model for separation or presentation logic and application logic of 
an existing Web application to be adapted into said portal application (Anuff 
teaches that the views are the means by which the portal server isolates the 
presentation logic from the application logic, subsection 3.3.2 ); 

determining a navigation construction for said adapted portal application wherein 

said determining a navigation construction includes: 

retrieving selected information based on an event defined by uniform 
resource locator (URL) interaction in said Web application (Fig. 2 shows 
various URLs that are usable to retrieve selected information based on an 
event such as clicking a URL, also link 22 as mentioned in column 3 lines 
52-54); 

selecting a level of customization to apply to said adapted portal application 
wherein said selecting a level of customization comprises one or more of: 

presenting an interactive window to obtain customization information from 
a user (buttons or links 24 in Fig. 2 are used to launch an interactive 
window that allow the user to personalize the portal, column 3 lines 52- 
57), wherein said obtained customization information is stored in a portal 
framework (LDAP directory or SQL database shown in Fig. 3, column 9 
lines 30-34, also column 13 lines 25-30); and 
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retrieving existing login information related to said user for inclusion in 
content of said adapted portal application (column 9 lines 30-34, also 
column 13 lines 25-30); 

selecting an isolation model for isolating business logic from said adapted portal 
application wherein said selecting an isolation model comprises one or more of: 
modifying said business model to return output as at least one data- 
descriptive meta language document (column 10 lines 52-62); and 
creating a component to connect said adapted portal application to one or 
more Web services for providing said business logic to said adapted portal 
application (the server part of the portal server shown in Fig. 3, column 4 
lines 16-33); and 

employing the determined construction design, the determined model, the 
determined navigation construction, the selected level of customization, and the 
selected isolation model for adapting said existing Web application into said 
portal application in a manner that maintains said existing Web application's 
functionality within said portal application (implied in the reference since such 
employment is necessary in order to realize the disclosed portal infrastructure 
that is intended to maintain the existing Web application's functionality within the 
modular portal infrastructure but in a streamlined and cost effective manner 
(d:40:62). 
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For claims 6,1 1 and 21 , Anuff teaches adapting a web application to a portal 
application comprising: 

adding at least one component of said Web application to a portal platform (Fig. 
2 shows various components of a web application such as Search, Company 
Directory, News and Discussion Boards that are added to a portal platform); 

creating a plurality of portlets within said portal platform, wherein each of said 
plurality includes pages representing a view for said at least one component of 
said Web application (each module displayed on the portal front page as shown 
in Fig. 2 is a portlet that contains pages representing a view for a particular 
network resource); 

defining at least one Web flow relationship representing interactions between 
said at least one component of said Web application (defining at least one Web 
flow relationship is inherent in the reference since there has to be a defined Web 
flow relationship in order to show the appropriate page based on the user 
interaction at the portal, Fig. 2); and 

converting said at least one Web flow relationship into at least one event, defined 
within said plurality of portlets, wherein said at least one event corresponds to 
said interactions (Anuff teaches implementing the defined Web flow relationship 
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by converting it into user selection events such as selecting a link or button in 
order to display appropriate page based on the selection, Fig. 2). 

For claim 16, Anuff further teaches displaying a second user interface to a user 
for updating the personal login information ("Edit Account" link in Fig. 2). 

Response to Arguments 

The Examiner acknowledges and appreciates the amendments and arguments 
filed on 05/25/2007. 

Based on Applicant's amendment to the Drawings and Specification, previous 
objections to the Drawings and Specification are hereby withdrawn. Previous objection 
to claim 5 for minor informality is also hereby withdrawn based on Applicant's 
amendment. 

Applicant's arguments, see page 13 lines 24-35, filed on 05/25/2007, with 
respect to the rejections of claims 1-5 under 35 U.S.C. §101 as being directed to non- 
statutory subject matter have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejections 
of claims 1-5 under 35 U.S.C. §101 as being directed to non-statutory subject matter 
have been withdrawn. 

However, Applicant's arguments, filed on 05/25/2007, with respect to the 
rejections of claims 1-25 under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) over Anuff have been fully considered 
and are not persuasive. The rejections of claims 1-25 under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) over 
Anuff have been maintained. 
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For claim 1 , Applicant argues, "while Anuff proposes a modular portal 
infrastructure or framework, Anuff fails to address any technique for adapting an existing 
Web application into the proposed portal infrastructure" (Applicant's Remarks: p15: 21- 
23). The Examiner disagrees. It appears that the Applicant relies on the fact that Anuff 
does not disclose adapting an instance of an implementation of a Web application into a 
portal infrastructure. The Examiner realizes that Anuff does not explicitly teach a 
technique that takes coded components, in other words an instance of an 
implementation, of a Web application and modify or incorporate those coded 
components to form corresponding modules to be used in its portal framework, although 
such modification would have been obvious based on his teachings. But such limitation 
is not required by the claim as it is drafted at present. A "Web application" as recited in 
the claim, can reasonably be interpreted, in the broadest reasonable interpretation, to 
mean a concept of a Web application. For example, just the concept of searching the 
web with a keyword for retrieving information relevant to the keyword can be broadly 
referred to as a Web application, even though this concept can be implemented using 
various different techniques as various different instances of implementation of the Web 
application. Therefore, "an existing Web application" as recited in the claim can 
reasonably be interpreted to mean "a known concept of a Web application" and not 
necessarily be interpreted to be an existing instance of a particular implementation of a 
Web application. Interpreted as such, claim 1 only requires a method for adapting a 
known concept of a Web application into a portal infrastructure using the steps recited. 
Note that the claim does not need that an existing instance of an implementation be 
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present and modified or incorporated or adapted into the portal infrastructure. In other 
words, the portal infrastructure can be implemented from scratch if needed. Therefore, 
"an existing Web application to be adapted into said portal application" only requires use 
of a known concept of a Web application and to make it suitable to or fit for a specific 
use or situation (American Heritage Dictionary defines the word "adapt" as "To make 
suitable to or fit for a specific use or situation") by implementing the concept as a portal 
framework. Such a portal framework is thus an "adapted portal application" as recited in 
claim 1 . Anuff teaches a modular portal infrastructure that uses the existing concepts of 
browser applications (e.g., Web applications such as web search, company directory 
search, News etc. as shown in Fig. 2) and adapts those application concepts to meet 
the desire of today's corporate users "to have quick access to various resources and 
data provided by the employer, while at the same time being able to view information 
provided over the internet, such as news headlines, financial data, and vendor data" 
(c3:36-39) at once from a single site using a portal infrastructure. Anuff further realizes 
that the use of a portal infrastructure to adapt existing Web application concepts into a 
one-site gateway to the Web was not a new concept or technique. He teaches that by 
the time of his invention "portals have become popular mechanisms that enable users to 
access information from multiple different network sites at once (c3:37-39). Therefore, 
even the concept of a portal infrastructure itself can be thought of as "an existing Web 
application" at the time of the invention. Therefore, it can be said that Anuff further 
teaches a technique for adapting an existing portal Web application into a modular 
portal infrastructure to make it suitable to or fit for the current organizational need for 
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streamlining the processes involved in offering a feature-rich portal while minimizing the 
complexity and cost of developing, deploying, administering and continually enhancing 
portals (c1 :40-62). Therefore, Anuff clearly anticipates the claim as pointed out in this 
Office Action above. 

Claim 6 recites: 

A method for adapting a Web application to a portal application comprising: 

adding at least one component of said Web application to a portal platform; ..." 

For claim 6, Applicant similarly argues that "Anuff fails to disclose any technique 
for adapting a web application to its proposed modular portal infrastructure". It has 
already been pointed out above based on the interpretation of a "Web application", why 
the Examiner disagrees with Applicant on this point and how Anuff teaches a method for 
"adapting a Web application to a portal application". Recall that even the concept of a 
portal application itself can be thought of as "an existing Web application" at the time of 
the invention. Anuff clearly teaches, "within a corporate context, a user may desire to 
have quick access to various resources and data provided by the employer, while at the 
same time being able to view information provided over the Internet, such as news 
headlines, financial data, and vendor data. To this end, therefore, portals have become 
popular mechanisms that enable users to access information from multiple different 
network sites at once" (c3:32-29). Therefore, various components as shown in Fig. 2, 
such as News, Company Directory etc. are components, in other words functionalities, 
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used in known Web application concepts (e.g., components used in existing non- 
modular portal) that are added to a portal platform of Anuffs invention. 
Claim 6 further recites: 

defining at least one Web flow relationship representing interactions between said at 
least one component of said Web application; and 

converting said at least one Web flow relationship into at least one event, defined within 
said plurality ofportlets, wherein said at least one event corresponds to said interactions 

Regarding the above limitation, the Examiner pointed out in the previous Office 
Action (which is maintained in this Office Action also) that defining at least one Web 
flow relationship is inherent in the reference since there has to be a defined Web flow 
relationship in order to show the appropriate page based on the user interaction at the 
portal. Further, the previous Office Action asserts on page 8 thereof that An uff teaches 
implementing the defined Web flow relationship by converting it into user selection 
events such as selecting a link or button in order to display appropriate page based on 
the selection. However, Applicant argues, "while the operation of a given module within 
Anuffs portal may support a certain flow of interaction with a user by enabling the user 
to click on a hyperlink, etc., Anuff fails to disclose defining a Web flow relationship for a 
Web application and converting such relationship into an event defined in a portlet of a 
portal in order to adapt a Web application into such portal (e.g., in order to adapt a Web 
application into a module). Indeed, the modules of Anuff may be created from scratch, 
rather than attempting to adapt an existing Web application into such modules, as Anuff 
provides no disclosure of any such adapting of an existing Web application into its portal 
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framework" (Applicant's Remark: p1 7: 14-21). It appears that the Applicant again relies 
on the fact that Anuff does not disclose adapting an instance of an implementation of a 
Web application into a portal infrastructure. The Examiner realizes that Anuff does not 
explicitly teach a technique that takes a coded component, in other words a component 
of an instance of an implementation, of a Web application and define at least one Web 
flow relationship representing interactions between said component, although such a 
function would have been obvious based on his teachings. But such limitation is not 
required by the claim as it is drafted at present. Note that the claim does not need that 
an existing instance of an implementation of a component of a Web application be 
present in order to define a Web flow relationship so that such relationship can be 
converted into an event in a portlet of a portal. In other words, even when the 
components of Anuff s portal infrastructure are made from scratch, and the Web flow 
relationship is defined for the modules of the modular portal infrastructure, Anuff still 
teaches defining at least one Web flow relationship representing interactions between at 
least one component of said Web application, since these components are components 
used in known Web applications that are added into the portal infrastructure as portlet 
modules. 

The rejections for independent claims 11 and 21 are also based on similar 
rationale as discussed above. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rashedul Hassan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
9481 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM - 4PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
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more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 




(Rashedul Hassan) 



WE'LUN LO 
SUPERVISORS / ,-JENT EXAMINER 



